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Classical Studies 2500A 650 

Ancient Cities in the Mediterranean 
Course Outline – Fall 2024 

 

 
 

An online, asynchronous course with an in-person final exam  

__________________________________________________________ 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course will provide a survey of cities of the ancient Mediterranean and West Asia, from the 

earliest urban settlements to the late Roman Empire. The course will give students an overview of 

the development of cities in the region over time and an understanding of the interconnectivity of 

these varied settlements. Students will learn how to analyse relevant evidence, such as the remains of 

ancient buildings and roads, the remains of implements used in everyday life, artistic representations, 

and ancient textual evidence. By the end of the course, students will be able to answer questions 
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1) Understand the progression of the history of the ancient Mediterranean in a general sense 

2) Understand relevant archaeological methods for evaluating urban environments 

3) Be able to identify the ancient sites focused on in the course 

4) Be able to speak about the development of urban centres in antiquity 

5) Be able to interpret the broader cultural implications of the material evidence from ancient 

urban centres 

6) Understand the cultural influences present between cities of the ancient Mediterranean 

7) Understand the modern history of archaeology in a general sense and the ethical 

considerations relevant to the modern archaeologist 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

This course has the following required text:  

 

Gates, Charles. 2024. Ancient Cities: The Archaeology of Urban Life in the Ancient Near East  

and Egypt, Greece, and Rome, Third Edition. London: Routledge.  

 

The book is available for free as an e-book through the Western library. There are also a few hard 

copies available for purchase in the bookstore for anyone who prefers a physical book. Please note: 

This a brand-new edition of the textbook and has changed considerably from the previous edition. 

Make sure that you are using the correct edition. 

 

EVALUATIONS 

 

Quizzes 40% Weeks 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11 (see OWL for specific time windows) 

Discussions 20% Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10 (see OWL for specific time windows) 

Final Exam 40% In-Person As scheduled by the university 

  

For all evaluations, it is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the guidelines and deadlines and 

to ask any questions they have prior to the due date. If accommodation is needed, it is the student’s 

responsibility to arrange this prior to the due date. The university has a new policy on late/missed 

work, so make sure to familiarize yourself with the new procedures. 

 

Quizzes 

 

There are 5 bi-weekly quizzes in this course. These will be held in weeks 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11 and be 



https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/
https://registrar.uwo.ca/academics/academicconsiderations/
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All requests for Academic Consideration must be made within 48 hours after the assessment date or 

submission deadline.  

 

For students who have received academic consideration through an Academic Consideration 

request: If accommodation is granted for a quiz, the student will write a make up quiz as soon as 

they are able. If accommodation is granted for a discussion forum, the student will submit their 

discussion post(s) to the instructor as soon as they are able. When a student receives academic 



/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section1/mapp113.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
https://registrar.uwo.ca/faculty_academic_counselling.html


6 

https://uwo.ca/health/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
file://///Users/tracyisaacs/Dropbox/Associate%20Dean/Course%20Outlines/support@uwo.ca
https://learning.uwo.ca/
https://westernusc.ca/services/
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CLASS SCHEDULE 

All materials will be posted on OWL. Please watch videos in the order provided. 

 

Week One: September 9-13 

Introduction to Archaeology 

Introduction to the Ancient Mediterranean and Western Asia 

 

Gates reading: Introduction 

Assessments: None 

 

Week Two: September 16-20 

The Start of Urbanism 

Neolithic Towns and Villages 

 

 Gates reading: Chapter 1 

Assessments: Discussion Forum 1 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5PM Friday 

 

Week Three: September 23-27  

Mesopotamian Cities 

 

Gates reading: Chapter 3 

Assessments: Quiz 1 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5 PM Friday 

 

Week Four: September 30-October 4  

Non-instructional day: September 30 

Minoan Cities 

Cycladic Cities 

 

Gates reading: Chapter 7 page 129-141 (end of Thera section) 

Assessments: Discussion Forum 2 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5 PM Friday 

 

Week Five: October 7-11  

Mycenaean Cities 

Troy 

 

 Gates reading: Chapter 7 page 141-150, Chapter 8 

Assessments: Quiz 2 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5 PM Friday 

 

Reading Week (No classes): October 12-20 

 

Week Six: October 21-25 

Greek Iron Age Cities 

Persepolis 
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 Gates reading: Chapter 12, Chapter 10 page 203-207 

Assessments: Discussion Forum 3 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5 PM Friday 

 

Week Seven: October 28-November 1 

Athens 

 

Gates reading: Chapters 14 and 16 

Assessments: Quiz 3 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5 PM Friday 

 

Week Eight: November 4-8  

Hellenistic Cities 

 

 Gates reading: Chapter 18 

Assessments: Discussion Forum 4 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5 PM Friday 

 

Week Nine: November 11-15 

Rome: Development and Republic 

 

 Gates reading: Chapter 21 

Assessments: Quiz 4 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5 PM Friday 

 

Week Ten: November 18-22 

Rome: Capital of the Empire 

 

 Gates reading: Chapters 23 and 25 

Assessments: Discussion Forum 5 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5 PM Friday 

 

Week Eleven: November 25-29 

Pompeii and Herculaneum 

  

Readings: Chapter 24 page 424-440 

Assessments: Quiz 5 – Open from 12:00 AM Monday-5 PM Friday 

  

Week Twelve: December 2-6 

The Roman Provinces 

 
 Readings: Chapter 26 

Assessments: None 
 


